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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: GVN DROPS OLD CHARGES AGAINST PRESS 

1. THE MOI ANNOUNCED FEB 17 THAT LONG-STANDING CASES AGAINST SIX 
SAIGON DAILIES FOR VIOLATION OF THE PRESS CODE BY PRINTING LIBELOUS 
MATTER ABOUT THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT WOULD BE DROPPED. 
THREE OF THE CASES INVOLVE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS BY CHINH LUAN, TIA 
SANG AND DONG PHUONG FOR PUBLICATION OF MATERIAL ABOUT VICE 
PRESIDENT HUONG. 

2. THE CASES AGAINST THE OTHER THREE, SONG THAN, DIEN TIN AND 
DAI DAN TOC, ARE BASED ON THE PUBLICATION BY THESE DAILIES OF 

PACM INDICTMENT NO. 1, ALLEGING PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT IN CORRUPTION 
BY PRESIDENT THIEU. THESE CASES HAD BEEN SCHEDULED FOR HEARINGS 
TWICE PREVIOUSLY AND HAD BEEN THE OCCASION FOR DEMONSTRATIONS BY 
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HEARINGS WERE POSTPONED. THE MOI ANNOUNCEMENT EXPLAINED THAT 
IN BIEW OF GVN'S RECENT ARREST OF A NUMBER OF ALLEGED COMMUNIST 
CADRE WHO HAD INFILTRATED THE PRESS COMMUNITY AND THE CLOSING 
OF FOUR OF THE SIX DAILIES INVOLVED (ALL BUT CHINH LUAN AND 
DAI DAN TOC), NO FURTHER ACTION WAS REQUIRED. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE TOLD BY AN MOI SOURCE THAT THE GVN 
CONTEMPLATES NO ACTION TO PROSECUTE THE PAPERS FOR THE 
PUBLICATION OF THE PACM "INDICTMENT NO. 2" ON FEB 2 FOR WHICH 
NINE PAPERS WERE CONFISCATED. IF THIS IS TRUE, INDEPENDENT 
CHINH LUAN AND EXTREME OPPOSITION DAI DAN TOC ARE FREE OF ANY 
PENDING GOVERNMENT LEGAL ACTIONS. FOR SOME TIME NOW THE GVN 
HAS SHOWN NO REAL DESIRE TO PROSECUTE THESE CASES TO A 
CONCLUSION AND HAS NOW TAKEN THE RECENT EVENTS IN THE PRESS 
WORLD AS AN OCCASION TO TERMINATE ACTION ON THEM. 
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